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SUBJECT: CANAL ZONE STUDENT DEMONSTRATION 

1 . AT ABOUT 0800 TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 21 , AN ESTIMATED 200-300 
SECONDARY STUDENTS FROM BALBOA HIGH SCHOOL DEMONSTRATED ON 
STEPS OF CANAL COMPANY/GOVERNMENT ADMINISTRATION BUILDING IN 
BALBOA HEIGHTS. SOME CARRIED PREPARED SIGNS DENOUNCING NEW 
TREATY, AND CROWD SEP UP A CHANT FOR CANAL ZONE POLICE UNION 
LEADER AND ANTI-TREATY ACTIVIST WILLIAM DRUMMOND. 

2. EMBASSY LEARNED INFORMALLY THAT WHEN BELL RANG FOR START 
OF CLASSES AT BALBOA HIGH AT 0750, A CONSIDERABLE NUMBER OF 
STUDENTS REFUSED TO ENTER BUILDING. AT 0755, AND SEVERAL 
TIMES THEREAFTER DURING MORNING, FIRE ALARM IN BUILDING WAS 
SET OFF, AND EACH TIME A FEW MORE STUDENTS FAILED TO RETURN 
TO CLASSES. SCHOOL AUTHORITIES ORDERED STUDENTS TO EITHER 

GO TO CLASSES OR LEAVE SCHOOL GROUNDS. SOME STUDENTS HAVE 
TOLD THEIR PARENTS THEY WERE DISMISSED FROM CLASSES FOR 
THE REST OF THE DAY BY THEIR TEACHERS. 

3. STUDENTS IN GROUPS OF VARYING SIZE REMAINED IN VICINITY 
OF ADMINISTRATION BUILDING MOST OF MORNING, BUT 

HAVE SINCE (AS OF 1300) APPARENTLY DRIFTED OFF TO LUNCH, HOME 
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OR ELSEWHERE. INFORMAL ESTIMATE FROM BALBOA HIGH IS 
THAT UP TO 70 PERCENT OF STUDENTS NOT IN CLASS AS OF -300 FEB 21. 

4. INFORMAL REPORTS INDICATE SIMILAR SITUATION AT CRISTOBAL 
HIGH SCHOOL ON ATLANTIC SIDE, WITH ESTIMATED 50 PERCENT 

OF STUDENTS NOT IN CLASS. A SMALL NUMBER OF STUDENTS AT 
CURUNDU JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL ON PACIFIC SIDE ARE ALSO SAID 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


TO BE OUT. WE HAVE LEARNED OF NO OTHER DISRUPTIONS INVOLVING 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS. 

5. PANCANAL REPORTS THAT TEACHERS. WITH ONE OR TWO INDIVIDUAL 
EXCEPTIONS (E.G., PRESIDENT OF CENTRAL LABOR UNION-METAL 
TRADES COUNCIL LOUIS FATTOROSI HAS REPORTED SICK), ABSENTEEISM 
AMONG REACHERS IS ACTUALLY LOWER THAN NORMAL FOR END OF A 
THREE-DAY WEEKEND. 

6. COMMENT. THIS APPEARS TO HAVE STARTED AS A SPONTANEOUS AND 
STUDENT-GENERATED PHENOMENON, BUT THE REPOSRTS THAT SOME 
INDIVIDUAL TEACHERS MAY HAVE ENCOURAGED IT ARE BEING INVESTIGATED 
BY PANCANAL. PANCANAL AUTHORITIES TELL US THEY WILL DEAL WITH 
ANY EVIDENCE THAT EMERGES OF ABUSE OF TEACHERS' POSITIONS. 

7. EXCEPT FOR THIS DISRUPTION IS SECONDARY SCHOOL ACTIVITY, 

PANCANAL REPORTS ALL OTHER OPERATIONS NORMAL DURING WEEKEND 
AND TUESDAY MORNING, WITH NO EVIDENCE OF ANY 'SICK-OUT' 

OR SIMILAR JOB ACTION AMONG WORKFORCE. 

JORDEN 
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